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The Western Ghats Ecology Experts Panel (WGEEP) chaired by Prof. Madhav Gadgil
emphasizes the biophysical limits of economic activity, and proposes scientifically and
ethically informed methods to make decisions about sustainable development given
heterogenous resources and inputs.

The articulation of a policy, more importantly a p olicy framework with a scientific
methodology for bio -economic practice is an achievement in itself. The fact that this, a
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policy framework, confronts and in many ways threatens existing policies, practices and
currently accepted norms and contents of knowledge about ecological and economic
processes, makes it one of the most difficult tasks. The WGEEP has done just that
accomplished a policy framework based on a detailed and nuanced understanding of the
dynamic interactions between people and ecosytems, and contributed a scientific
methodology for decision -making in diverse and rich ecological -economic systems.

In India, there are legal provisions (Acts or statuetes like the Biological Diversity Act or the
Environmental Protection Act, etc.) as well as regulatory organizations (the Pollution
Control Boards, National Biodiversity Authority, etc.); but there are several loopholes and
systemic inadquacies in assessing consequences of any development decision or investment
on ecosystems and the economy Referring to the weak Environment Impact Assessments,

|l ack of people’s participation and | ocal
provides policy and practice guidelines (with specific parameters — a comprehensive
spatially referenced database available in the public domain to understand and deal with the
ecological sensitivity of a specific region) for three different Ecologically Sensitive Zones in
the Western Ghats. With this classification, it delcares the entire Western Ghats as
Ecologically Sensitive Area, emphasizing peoples participation, knowledge and governance

capacities vested with local governments all along the Western Ghats.

It was a foregone conclusion that the WGEEP would come up against major criticisms from
dominant economic stakeholders — investors, industry, and Governments in six states, as
well as the Union Government. In strengthening bio -economic decisions over purely
economic decisions, in refusing to compromise on what is considered implementable within
existing governance structures, in demanding detailed data bases, scientific methods and
authority for local governments, and speaking against rigid zonations of exclusively natural
and cultural landscapes, the WGEEP methodology and guidelines reiterate the message that

knowl
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Bio-economic practice demands changes in the labour or working practices of the political,
scientific and bureaucratic decision-making apparatus as well as of the people living in
specific ecosystems. The WGEEP deserves the award for the convincing argument and
scientific support for taking development and conservation together, within the limits
imposed by the environment.
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Prof. Madhav Gadgil (Chairman): Prof Gadgil, founder and former Director of the Centre for

Ecol ogi cal Sciences at the I ndian Institute of &
ecologist. With a Ph.D. in Mathematical Ecology (Harvard University), Prof. Gadgil has

worked on population bi ology, conservation biology, human ecology and ecological history,

and was one of key architects of India’"s Biodive
farmers, NGOs, and various citizens groups, he has a set of innovations to his credit, in

documentin g, monitoring and experimenting with biological diversity and the ways in

which they shape people’s lives and |livedihoods,
for instance, initiating the nation -wide civil society based effort to prepare and maintain
“Peopl es’ Biodiversity Registers”. As a widely p

has chaired many committees and enabled many cha
ecological thought and planning.

The other members of the WGEEP are acclaimed sciensits — natural and social sciences,
activists, and bureaucrats. These include:

B.J. Krishnan, Member

Dr. K.N. Ganeshaiah, Member

Dr. V.S. Vijayan, Member

Prof. (Ms.) Renee Borges, Member

Prof. R. Sukumar, Member

Dr. Ligia Noronha, Member

Ms Vidya S. Nayak, Member

Dr. D. K. Subramaniam, Member

Dr. R.V. Varma, Chairman, Kerala State Biodiversity Board Member (ex-officio)
Chairman, National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), Member (ex -officio)

Prof S.P. Gautam Chairman, Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), Member (ex -
officio)

Dr. R.R. Navalgund , Director, Space Application Centre (SAC), Member (ex-officio)
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1 Dr. G.V. Subrahmanyam, Advisor (RE), Ministry of Environment & Forests,
Government of India, New De Ihi, Member -Secretary (exofficio)

Article by Prof Gadgil —Towards an economy of mutualism
URL: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/towards -an-economy-of-
mutualism/article5418660.ece?homepage=true

Contact Prof. Madhav Gadgil
Email: madhav.gadgil@gmail.com
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