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World leaders voice their concern for sustainable 
development and call for innovation 

 
New Delhi, February 6th2014: The 14th Delhi Sustainable Development Summit, 
organized by the Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), witnessed an array of 
speakers voicing their opinion on the theme of the conference: ‘Attaining energy, water 
and food security for all’. Sustainable growth and development was stressed by various 
speakers, especially in the context of developing countries facing a crisis in midst of 
climate change and scarcity of natural resources. At a discussion during the Leadership 
Panel, discussing the Demographic Challenge, speaker’s spoke of the need for 
incentives to change the present paradigm of development. 

Lord John Prescott, former Deputy Prime Minister and Member of Parliament, 
House of Lords, UK, argued that the idea that sustainability can be triggered by eco-
growth alone is highly questionable. He said: “Access to food and water is a human 
right. If we merely stopped the waste of food, we could feed 870 million more people. 
“Market on its own can’t come to any equitable solution.”  

He added: “It is how we distribute energy, food and water that is forcing a billion people 
to be dehydrated and starving. It is not the availability; it is the global distribution.” 

During the discussion on the role of water management in addressing the Water-Food-
Energy nexus, Mr Takehiko Nakao, President, Asian Development Bank, said: “In 
advanced societies, we should teach children the culture of not wasting food.” 
“Industrialization and Urbanization are reducing water for agriculture.” “70% of the 
world’s water is used for agriculture. Food wasted is also water wasted.”  

Dr Bharrat Jadgeo, former President of Guyana, said: “We should work towards a 
global framework with the help of a system of incentives, allowing use of breakthrough 
technology and allowing opening of oceans.” He asked: “Can we make a system of 
incentives that will align the profit motive with growing sustainable practices?” Mr Göran 
Persson, former Prime Minister, Sweden, said: “The problem of climate change is first 
and foremost a question of technology.” “We don’t have time to wait, nor time to waste. 
It is extremely important that countries like India take the lead.” He added, “We need 
economic growth, and it can be combined with a low ecological footprint. We should 
fear countries that do not grow economically. Children are our link to the future, without 
which we have no motivation for sustainable development practices.” 
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Mr Nitin Desai, Distinguished Fellow, The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) 
said: “The challenge will be to decentralize the concentration of resources with the 
corporations.” Ms Tarja Halonen, former President, Finland said: “The disproportion of 
men to women in the world must be changed. The view, in some countries, that men 
are more valuable than women is a mindset of the past, and must be changed for future 
sustainable development for all.” “There is a victory in the nature of an aging country. It 
is an indicator of a nation’s health,” she said. 

 
DELHI SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT (DSDS): 

DSDS is a flagship event organized by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) 
every year since 2001 that seeks to facilitate enlightened debate and discussion on the 
discourse of global sustainable development. Over the past 13 years, it has emerged as 
one of the most leading forums on issues of global sustainability. Through DSDS, TERI 
aims to create enabling platforms for global leaders, heads of State and Central 
governments, scientists, academicians, policy makers, entrepreneurs, corporate entities 
and the youth to exchange new ideas to expand the dimensions and scope of the 
debate over global sustainability issues. In the past, the summit has witnessed the 
participation of 36 heads of states, ministerial representation from 50 countries, and has 
been inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister of India since 2010.  
 

ABOUT TERI: 

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) is an independent, not-for-profit research 
organization deeply committed to every aspect of energy, environment, and sustainable 
development. From providing environment-friendly solutions to rural energy problems, 
to helping shape the development of the Indian oil and gas sector; from tackling global 
climate change issues across many continents to enhancing forest conservation efforts 
among local communities; from advancing solutions to growing urban transportation and 
air pollution problems to promoting energy efficiency in Indian industries, the emphasis 
has always been on finding innovative solutions to make the world a better place to live 
in. All activities at TERI move from formulating local and national–level strategies to 
suggesting global solutions tackling critical energy and environment related issues. 
Headed by Dr. R.K. Pachauri, also the chairperson of the Nobel Peace Prize winning 
climate change body, IPCC, TERI has emerged as an institution of excellence for its 
path-breaking research, and is a global brand widely respected by political leaders, 
policy makers, corporate entities as well as the civil society at large. 
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