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Professor R S Deshpande is founding Director of Dr B R Ambedkar School of Economics, Bangalore, 
where he started courses on B Sc - MSc in Economics. He is also Honorary Visiting Professor, 
Institute for Social and Economic Change (ISEC), Bangalore. He was formerly Rajiv Gandhi National 
Fellow, Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), and before that Director of ISEC. Dr. 
Deshpande steered the mega study on “Farmer at the Millennium” and completed many research 
studies. He has authored 17 books and more that 140 research papers published in national and 
international journals. Professor Deshpande was invited as visiting Professor to the University of 
Ottawa, Canada; Saskatchewan Institute of Policy Planning, Regina, University of Paris, France, Lund 
University, Sweden. He worked as a consultant to the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Land 
Equity Australia etc. He is recipient of many awards and Gold medals. 

He received a Lifetime Achievement Award from Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, 
where he was educated. He was the President of the Indian Society of Agricultural Economics, 
Platinum Jubilee Conference, held at Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana in November, 2015. He 
is member of many Governing Boards of Institutions/ Universities and prestigious Government 
Committees. 


