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Dr Philippus (Flip) Wester joined ICIMOD in March 2013 as Chief Scientist Water Resources
Management (www.icimod.org). He is the Coordinator of the Hindu Kush Himalayan Monitoring

and Assessment Programme (HIMAP), producing the first Comprehensive Assessment of the Hindu
Kush Himalaya (www.hi-map.org) and the Principal Investigator of the Himalayan Adaptation,
WAter and REsilience (HI-AWARE) research on glacier and snowpack depending river basins for
improving livelihoods (www.hi-aware.org). He has actively contributed to developing and

expanding the Himalayan University Consortium (HUC) and to the quality of ICIMOD science as the
Chair of the ICIMOD publication committee.

From 2000 to 2012 he was Assistant Professor for Water Governance and Institutional Change at
Wageningen University, after working with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands as
Bilateral Associate Expert in Water Management in Bangladesh from 1995 to 1998 (with the
Bangladesh Water Development Board) and in Mexico from 1998 to 2000 (with the International
Water Management Institute).

He is passionate about developing and nurturing sustainable mountain development knowledge
generation and sharing networks, enhancing the capacity and collaboration among universities,
researchers, policy makers in the Hindu Kush Himalaya, and developing evidence-based policies
and practical solutions based on research, knowledge sharing and skills development.



