
 
 

 
PROF. WALTER ERDELEN 
Assistant Director General, Natural Sciences, UNESCO 
 

 
 

 
Prof. Dr Walter R Erdelen has been Assistant Director-General for Natural 

Sciences in UNESCO since 2001.  Prof Erdelen is in particular responsible for 

overall formulation, planning and coordination of UNESCO’s strategy, 

programmes and plans of action in the field of natural sciences including 

fostering international activities, strengthening endogenous capacities, 

developing major intergovernmental and inter-disciplinary cooperation 

programmes on environmental issues and sustainable management of natural resources 

including green development models, developing or imp roving linkages between governments, 

scientists, the private sector and civil society.   

 

Prof Erdelen holds a Ph D in Ecology and Zoology from the University of Munich, and a 

habilitation in Biogeography from the University of the Saarland. He has consulted for national 

and international agencies working on land use issues, nature conservation, and in the tertiary 

education sector.  Author of scientific books, scientific papers and reviews, he currently is Director 

of Publication for the UNESCO newsletter, A World of Science, and recently led the publication of 

Sixty Years of Science at UNESCO: 1945–2005.  

 

 

 


