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Born in 1945, Dr Tawfiq-e-Elahi 
Chowdhury, Bir Bikram studied 
Economics at the University of Dhaka 
and Punjab and joined the Civil Service 
of Pakistan (CSP) in 1968 after a two-
year stint as Lecturer in Economics in 
the Dhaka University. He was decorated 
for gallantry as Bir Bikram and was one 

of the chief organizers of the swearing in ceremony of the 
first Government of Bangladesh in Mujibnagar, Meherpur 
on 17 April 1971.
 He went for higher studies in the UK (1974/75) and did 
his PhD from Harvard in 1983. He served as Secretary to 
the Government of Bangladesh for nearly a decade in the 
ministries of Food, Statistics, Power, Energy, and Mineral 
Resources and Planning. 
 He also served as a Visiting Fellow at the Economic 
Growth Centre of the Yale University in 1997. He was 
appointed Advisor (Minister) to the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister of the Government of Bangladesh in January 
2009. He has authored books and published articles in 
reputed journals.


