






Mindset of Green Growth

Governance and Management Challenges in Water Use E�  ciency

The event had discussion between Ms Mili Majumdar, Director, 
Sustainable Habitat Division, TERI and Ms Mette Morsing, Professor, 
Copenhagen Business School and Co-Director, CBS Sustainability 
Platform. It stressed upon various issues, such as green architecture 
as an alternative to energy intensive buildings. They also suggested 
the use of biological ecosystems in them. The development of clean 
technology and training of future managers with a focus on business 
and sustainability was also recommended. The session gave weight to 
ideas, such as algae ecosystems in green buildings. The speakers also 
talked about focusing on ensuring executive training on sustainability 
issues in business school curriculums. They concluded with 
recommendations on the use of clean technologies with aggressive 
targets for carbon-neutral growth based on the Quebec model.

Chair: Dr Srinivasan Iyer, UNDP 

Panelists: Mr Andreas Carlbern, Stockholm Environment Institute; Dr Prodipto Ghosh, TERI; Mr Crispino 
Lobo, WOTR;  Mr Russell Rollason, AusAID 

Dr Iyer’s introductory remarks described India’s water resource 
scenario and highlighted aspects like water loss, irrigation potential, 
variability in spatial and temporal distribution of water, etc. 
Dr Carlbern o� ered strategies from Sweden’s experience, including 
using system approaches, financial investments, etc. Mr Rollason 
compared the Murray-Darling river and Ganga basins, saying both have 
multiple stakeholders, and discussed water management strategies 
during scarcity. 
 Dr Ghosh explained Nobel Laureate Elinor Ostrom’s eight principles 
with applicability in common property resource management. 
Mr Lobo described integrated approaches for Watershed Management 
in rain-fed semi-arid areas, recommending groundwater recharge and 
involvement of users and technologies. Finally, the panel strongly 
recommended enhancement of water use efficiency through 
partnerships, economic instruments, better technologies, education, 
and participatory management.

Dr Larry Brilliant built a case for global governance 
to act on the challenges posed by climate change. He 
highlighted the relation between humans, vectors, lands, 
and diseases through his presentation. He illustrated the 
impact of climate change on local populations through the 
example of the 1970 Bhola cyclone. Over the years, Bhola 

islands, located in Bangladesh, have been partially submerged with many 
being displaced and countless lives lost. In his session, he highlighted the 
vulnerability of lower riparian countries to climate change. In the case of 
Bangladesh, he illustrated two possible scenarios of sea level rise. In the 20 
metres scenario, almost the whole of Bangladesh could be submerged. Dr 
Brilliant pointed out the consequent problem of increase in the numbers of 
climate refugees and the conditions they may have to face. He ended the session 
with an appeal to work together at a global level to address these challenges. 

Prof. Je� rey Sachs started the session with a comparison 
between a frog and the human race. Quoting studies, he 
said that a frog was likely to jump out of the water if heated 
fast enough. However, through gradual increase in the 
temperature of water, it was possible to kill the frog. His 
question then was—how fast will the human race jump? 

This analogy formed the basis of the session.  Using the example of USA, 
he pointed to the weather extremities and natural disasters experienced in 
just the last year. However, the politicians have been slow to respond. He 
pointed out that the three landmark treaties addressing climate change, 
biodiversity, and deserti� cation, while brilliantly crafted have failed in being 
implemented.  Highlighting the paradox of technological innovations, Prof. 
Sachs mentioned that the problem contains within itself the solutions to 
those problems. Risks are the counterparts of technological know-how. 
Using the example of MDGs, he emphasized on the need for clear plans of 
action and de� ned goals to address the problem of climate change with the 
active participation of civil society. 
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