PRAKASH JAVADEKAR/ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

Confined GM trials with adequate
safeguards is the way forward

By MAvans AGoanwaL
raaywnkag fivnintoom

inister of environment,
forests and climate
change Prakash Java.

dekar sakl in an interview that
the government is finally ready to
give the go-ahead tor confined
trials of genetcally modified
(GM) crops, but with full safe-
guards. “Scientific evaluation
and confined trials with ade-
quate saleguards is the way for-
ward,” he sald, fovadekar sadd he
hiad remaved the tag of “speed-
breaker”™ the environment minis-
try had camed during the regime
of the Congressled United Pro.
wressive Allionce (UPA) when it
delayed green clearances for
many industrial projects. Edited
CXCETES:

The envirenment ministry was ceer
sidered an impediment to India's
growth In the last few years. How
have you addressed that in the last
eight months? How many projects
have recefved emvironment clear-
ances?

I have not done a counting of
files. That may be news for same-
one but that is nol my intention.
My intention s o give [ndia a
predictable policy regime. We are
taking decisions based on poli-
cles, we are taking decision for
transparent mechanisms, we are
avoiding delays. Three things—
now we have made the processes
online... mare than 2,000 appli-
catlons of varlous kinds are now
being processed in states and in
our ministry. More importantly,
what Is happening here is we
have taken policy decisions and
according to the policy whoever
fits into that policy gets nixk. So it
has become an awtomatic route
in a way, That s how we wanted
o give it @ feeling and we have
done that successfully. Now |
have askext my officers that while
every file is submitted for sanc-
tlon, they must come up with
three figures—how it will impact
people, how much mvestment is
coming through that project and
how much emplovment will be
created, both direct and Indirect
employment. Earlier, it never
used 10 be cleardy indicated. It
will now be done from lanuary
onwards, But [ can well you mil-
bons of jobs which were locked
in files in environment ministry
and hundreds of thousands of
crores of rupees af investment
which were locked in pendency
we have unlocked through a
transparent mechanism and a
predictable police regime.

But the environment ministry has

try?

Let me tell you again that what
we are doing is that we are now
giving more importance o enyi-

Changing image: Jaradebar suys the envicomment ministry bax remored
the tag of ‘speed=lroaler” that (8 had caraed during the UPA redine.,

ronment protection. So while
clearing the projects we are giv-
Ing them conditlons for more
concrele actions for environ.
ment. Secondly, within next 3-4
maonths, you will see we will
make our monitoring mecha-
nism stronger and we will make
this movemen! of compliance.
Otherwise, earller people used 1o
say give any condition but give
sanction. bul now [ am saying
that 1 will not give any condi-
tions.. We will give practical con-
ditions, more environmental-
friendly conditions bhut, at the
same fime, those follow-up we
will do and see compliance Is
dane.

But menitoring is known as the

weakest point of environment min-

istry? What exactly are you doing
for that?

That is what we want o make
stronger. There is already an
issue of regulatory ar amthogity, It
s one part but the second is we
are Jooking ot suggestions of the
TSR, Subramanian commities
veport, which has suggested
some committees within minls-
y. Our brainstorming sesstons
are on and | am seeking new
inputs. We will definitely finalize
our plan by March-end and then
we will take it 1o cabinet secre-
Gariat as we will require some
additional manpower, some
mechanisms and some changes
in rules and regulations. But if
that happens, the states will be
on board. We have created the
regional empowered commirnees
(RECs)—that s a new mecha-
nisa 1 just beld a meeting of all
HECs wherein the stutes have goe
representation for the fisst time...
We are making the monitoring
mechanism more robust by tak-
ing into account views of all
stakeholders.

You have spoken of self certifica-

tien precedure for industry as sug-

gested in the TSR committee
report. But industry’s track repert
has not been very encouraging.

How will you ensure that?

We have not accepled it (sell
certification} as yet. LS.R. Subra-
manian committee has given 55
major recommendations but
woday 1 can't say which is
accepted and which is not
accepred. We will complete our
due diligence by 15 March an
TSR committee recommenda-
tons and others also—or by
March.endl.

It has also been alleged that your

ministry is being micromanaged

from the office of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi? How do you

respond to that?

No. Absoburely not. This is out-
rageons, What was the mantra of
Modi government—more gov-
ermance and less government—
we are doing it. We are taking
policy-based decisions and mak-
INg process transparent. So, it
becomes nearly an aulomalic
raute, That is how we want to go
ahead and take major policy
decisions in many areas which
are still not being decided upon,

There are also a lot of important

pending decisions such as the

appointment of Central Pollution

Contrel Board (CPCB) chalrman or

the policy of violate/inviolate for-

ests areas, which have not seen
much mevement tll now. What is
happening on that front?

CPCB appointment is in the
process and I think within next
two months we will have o Tull
fedged CPCB chairman in place.
As far as violate-inviolase is con-
cemned, bramstorming is on and
the process s near completion
anxd after it is competed, we will
ke a decision.. because these
are major policy changes. And
we have already fast-tracked eco-
sensitve zones proposals,

It has been alleged that environ-

ment ministry is werking to diute

the Forest Rights Act (FRA) What
do you have to say abeet ?

Neo..absolutely not. What s
FRA? Basically we fought for
it.in 1980 it was Maharashtra
BIP's (Bharatiya lanata Party's)
application in Supreme Court
which brought these forest rights

embedded. There are three
essential rights. First is 1o live
where they are living... though
they don't own the Bnd to tll the
lund so the plots are now given
with demarcation and third right
is for collection and retuning of
the minor forest produce.. so
these are the three rghts availa-
ble to forest dwellers that are
staying in forests for more than
three generation, There is a sepa-
rate minlstry—a ministey for
tribal affairs. They will take a
final decision. We are not doing
away or diluting anvthing. This
was the canand spread.

On Isswe of the genetically modi

fied crops, you have been having

regular meetings to persuade the
ant-GM group. Have you achloved

any b

Now, | think everyone is on
baard, Sclentific evaluation and
confined trials with adequate
safeguords s the way forward,
We can't play with safety and
that I8 what we are doing. Open
fickd trinls are confined wials We
hasve so many saleguards that itis
completely isolated experiment
on the Geld. We have already dis-
cussed in detail with anybody
having any concern and now |
think with adequate safeguards
put in place. there is pot much
opposition,

What is your vision and dream for

envonment ministry?

My dream for this ministry is
that this ministry was known as
speed-breaker ministry and that
tag has gooe now. 1 bas become
a facilitating ministry and our
slogan, therefore, now has been
converted. Now it Is develop-
ment without destruction—zero
effect, zero defect. Secand, our
minkstry’s image was about baing
a licenoce- permit-quata mj minis-
ry. 1 want to convert it into a
people-centric mindstry, It's a
people movernenl, then only we
can conserve environment,

My dream projects are for
clean alr, clean water, clean
energy and people’s participa-
tion for environment. The
natonal alr guality programme
that we had launched will now
soon be [unctional which will
shonw current health of cach city,
We want 1o do in 20 cties fisL

In 2013, the Swpreme Court had

ordered for relocation of Boes from

Gujarat to Madhya Pradesh. Is

there any progress en this issue?

The matter is sub-judice. We
are not inservening in cour mat-
ters.

The environment ministry was also

planning to launch a forest satel

lite. Have you finalized amything as

We are already in discussions
with the Indian Space Research
Organisation, It is not only about
forests but coast, environment,
alr—there are many things which
can be tapped through satellite
mechanism. Let us see how ideas
take shape,




