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mold Schwarzenegger
Amight be an entertainer
when he s in frant of the
camera but when he is dealing with
something as sertous as environ-
ment, he kaows where to call his
shots, When he attended the 15th
Delhi Sustainable Development
Summit by TERI, he made sure
that he deliberated on the point that
environmental issues are more
than just: the meiting glaciers,
ozone depletion and risig sea level.
“Environmental committees all
over the world often fail to men-
tion that global warming and envi-
ronmental issues are a foar-
stool. We shouldn't just talk about
the rising sea levels and the warm-
ing of the occar. That’s one issue
and a fairly important one that
noods to be addressed” he said The
second, and most probably a glob-
al issue, is that of job and unem-
ployment. The third leg is health.
There are seven million people
dylng because of pollution-related
ilinesses, "In the US, the figure is
over LOGKOO becimse there are
more reasons — drunken driving,
suicide, horvcides, wars and many
mose. In India, the figure is over 3
million. We have ¢ make people
aware of these things and we have
::’-.nnmumwr that fact, That is
w vou mutke the le & part of
the crusade;” he tal‘r,p &
Then therc is the final issuc of
national security. “There is noth-
ing inore imporiant to us than cre-
ating ovr awn encrgy. The way we
do that is through renewable
sources,” he sald, giving the exam-
ples of solar and wind power. “It
Eves us the power 10 power our-
selves, A lot of these issues need to
be addressed. Forty billion tonnes
of additional green house gases
were emitted this year” he sud,
He prased Prime Minister
Narendri Modi and said that he
wiiched the PM carefully when he
was the Chief Minister of Gujaral,
“Gujarat is California of [ndia.
Modi was the oae who started solar
revolution. He came up with the
idea of covering canals with solar
panels and was very strong when
il came to envivonmental issucs, he
still 5" Schwarzenegger said and
expressed hope that Modi contin

- The terminator
for climate change

In the littie time that he had on his Delhi visit, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER discussed
sustainable development and cited an example of the successful green drive that he

implemented in Calitornia during his term as a governor. He also praised PM Narendra
Modi for starting the solar revo

ues his governance with the focus
on environment issues. “1 would
alsey fove to see him in Paris (o the
negotiations becanse he is really the
great hope. 1 admire him and
expect that he will continue to pave
wity us he has done in the past)” he
said.

Schwarzenepger added that
environmental issues can be better
tackled if the world works
together, He shared his
approach while he served as
the governor of California,
He not only generated
awareness and interest in
civil society, business hous-
es and institstions but also
motivated the government to
work towards sustainable
development. “Starting from
the people was fruitful
because they have the divect
power 1o reduce gas emis-
sions by 80 per cent,” he said.

Amold strongly believes
that developed countries
should lead the way for
developing countries in
reducing their carbon foot
print. Fle suid, “While US
was at a standstill when it

lution

came o environmental progress, as
a governor I realised that it was my
responsibility 1o move forward in
avery aggressive way and not wait
for the federul government or for
the debate on whether there should
be a carbon patch or should there
be atrade or which way to go. What

e me was that Eeoplc in
(Iamnia were clear about their
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priorities. They did not want to
mike it a political ssue, they
realised that they all breathe the
saime air, drink the same water and
travel the same roads” Thatis one
reason, he pointed out, that the
model of sustzinable development
n California wis more successful
than India. “We should recognise
the fact that it is absolute bogus to
talk about choosing between the
enyironment and the econony” he
said adding that the greener
Calfornia grew, the more its econ-
omy picked up and it has outpaced
the US economy. “Last year our
economy grew by 3.6 per cent as
compared to the US economy
which only by 2.6 per cent.
Thus ilmmes clear that protec-
tive the environment is also protect-
ing the economy,” he ended.




